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The extent to which external auditors perceive the impact of audit committee characteristics
on increasing the effectiveness of external auditing

Abstract.

The research aimed to study the impact of the characteristics of audit committee members
(independence, competence, authority, and responsibilities) on increasing the effectiveness of
external auditing from the perspective of external auditors working in private accounting and
auditing firms, as well as auditors at the Audit Bureau in the Libyan environment. The descriptive
analytical method was relied upon for preparing this research, and questionnaires were used as the
primary tool for collecting the necessary primary data from the participants in the study. The
questionnaire contained 18 different items describing the three characteristics related to audit
committee members, which are believed, according to accounting literature, to influence the
effectiveness of external auditing.

The results obtained through statistical data analysis and hypothesis testing using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) revealed a positive impact of all the items describing the
characteristics of audit committee members (independence, competence, authority, and
responsibilities) on increasing the effectiveness of external auditing. Furthermore, the results
showed no statistically significant differences regarding the responses of external auditors and
auditors at the Audit Bureau concerning the impact of audit committee members' characteristics
on increasing the effectiveness of external
auditing.

Keywords: Audit Committees, Independence, Competence, Authority and Responsibilities,
External Auditing.
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